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PRESS RELEASE

A National Theatre of Scotland and All The Queens Men co-production, in partnership
with Eden Court and Luminate in association with Glasgow City Council.

The Coming Back Out Ball - a spectacular interactive digital event on Saturday 26
June 2021 - celebrating Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Gender Diverse, and
Intersex Elders in Scotland.

Hosted online by Karen Dunbar and Jamie Rea with performances from Horse, Dean
Atta and Jo Clifford and a contribution from Maggie Kinloch

Special ‘A Ball in a Box’ delivery for guests

National Theatre of Scotland Creative Lead: Lewis Hetherington
All The Queens Men Creative Leads: Tristan Meecham and Bec Reid

Designer CJ Mahony, Lighting Design Karen Bryce, Video and Animation Design Jamie
Wardrop

Creative facilitators: Fraser MacLeod, Chris Stuart Wilson, Emma Jayne Park,
Lou Brodie and Amy Watt

The Coming Back Out Ball is the spectacular culmination of monthly Social Dance Clubs
for LGBTI+ Elders and allies which have been presented around Scotland and beyond since
2019, moving online in 2020. This unique interactive digital event invites all Social Dance
Club participants, allies and the rainbow community to come together and celebrate LGBTI+
Elders across Scotland, UK and internationally.

The Coming Back Out Ball promises a fabulous evening of music, dancing, creativity and
chat and is hosted online by Karen Dunbar and Jamie Rea. The event features
performances from Scottish icon and long-time project supporter Horse as well as Dean
Atta, sensational performance poet and Stonewall 2020 Book Award Winner, alongside
legendary playwright Jo Clifford performing new writing inspired by her involvement in the
project and a special contribution from Maggie Kinloch. Ticketholders will receive a special
‘A Ball in a Box’ delivery in advance of the event, filled with surprises to ensure that
everyone experiences a unique party atmosphere in their own living room.

The first Coming Back Out Ball and Social Dance Clubs were pioneered in Australia by arts
organisation All The Queens Men. The Coming Back Out Ball project and Social Dance
Clubs started in Scotland following discussions in which older members of the LGBTI+
community said they feared they may ‘return to the closet’ as they lose independence with
age, particularly if needing to rely on carers or residential care. The project aims to
strengthen the LGBTI+ over 50s community and promote their visibility and safety.

Social Dance Club participant said “So much of last evening pushed me to the boundaries
of my emotions. The fact that | felt happy and secure in letting myself experience those
emotions just shows how important being with you guys is for me”



The Social Dance Clubs in Scotland have created an ongoing friendly safe space for an
under-represented community. The Coming Back Out Ball has been developed over the
last two years by the Dance Club members and the creative team. The event will reflect and
amplify the Elders’ voices and stories, celebrating memories and their dreams together for
the future. There will be three Social Dance Clubs in the run up to the final event.

Lewis Hetherington, Creative Lead, The Coming Back Out Ball said “/ feel so honoured
to work on this project, with Scotland's incredible community of LGBTI+ Elders. From our
first steps together at the first LGBTI+ Elders Social Dance Club in May 2019 to now, | have
laughed, cried and been so inspired. | am so proud we've created a space where our Elders
can step forward, in their own time, on their terms, to share their stories and express
themselves.”

Tristan Meecham and Bec Reid, Artistic Directors, All The Queens Men said “/f is a
profound honour to be connecting older LGBTI+ and allied communities globally in this
online space. Older LGBTI+ people across Australia and Scotland have been able to
creatively and socially connect in regular, joyful, inclusive and dynamic Social Dance Clubs
during times of immense disconnection. This partnership with National Theatre of Scotland,
Eden Court, Luminate and Glasgow City Council has inspired universal, values led
connections. All The Queens Men look forward to welcoming more and more beloved
LGBTI+ Elders and allies into the global Dance Club family.”

James McKenzie-Blackman, CEO, Eden Court said “‘All of us at Eden Court have been
greatly impacted by this special partnership with the National Theatre of Scotland, All The
Queens Men and Luminate. The Social Dance Clubs have created a new space for LGBTI+
elders in the Highlands to meet, more recently digitally, to share stories, connect, debate and
dance! We remain committed to further imbedding the project into the life of Eden Court, a
building that proudly welcomes everyone, regardless of diversity or difference.”

Anne Gallacher, Director, Luminate, said “/t’s been a privilege to share the journey of this
project, and to connect with LGBTI+ elders across Scotland. The contribution they have
made — and continue to make - to our society is huge. Older people have been
disproportionately affected by the pandemic, and at this tough time we know that the social
dance clubs have provided a welcome opportunity for LGBTI+ elders to feel part of a
community, to connect with friends old and new, to feel safe, have fun, and learn something
new along the way.”

The Coming Back Out Ball is presented in partnership with All The Queen’s Men, the
Australian cultural participatory arts pioneers, alongside Eden Court and Luminate,
Scotland’s creative ageing organisation, and in association with Glasgow City Council.

The National Theatre of Scotland Creative Lead on the project is Lewis Hetherington and
for All The Queens Men, Artistic Directors Tristan Meecham and Bec Reid. The LGBTI+
Social Dance Club events are led by creative practitioners Emma Jayne Park, Fraser
MacLeod, Chris Stuart Wilson, Amy Watt and Lou Brodie.

As well as the Ball and the Social Dance Club there is also an exhibition in Glasgow’s
Gallery of Modern Art from 26 June — 29 August. Portraits of an LGBTI+ Generation is an
exhibition of photographs and videos taken by the Coming Back Out Ball’'s photographer in
residence, Tiu Makkonen, featuring a selection of the Elders who have taken part in the
project.

Join the conversation: #comingbackoutball
comingbackoutball.com



MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
ONLINE ARTICLES

The National - 12 May 2019

Mark Brown feature interviewing
participants in the Social Dance Clubs
in Glasgow - available online

Sunday Post - 20 July 2019

Interview feature and video with Lucinda
Broadbent, one of the participants in the
Glasgow Social Dance Clubs, about the
project - available online

Daily Record - 10 Jan 2020
Online article re Perth Social Dance Club

The Courier - 15 Jan 2020
Perth Social Dance Club - News

Small City Big Personality Blog - 15 Jan 2020
Perth Social Dance Club - Online Blog

Advantage Age Scotland Mag - March 2020

Cover and feature inside (p.12-p.13)
Link to Issuu


https://www.thenational.scot/news/17634104.dance-freedom-scotlands-year-long-celebration-lgbti-elders/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/watch-we-dont-as-we-become-old-let-go-of-the-people-that-we-are-the-year-long-celebration-of-scotlands-older-lgbti-community/
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/perth-kinross/1074206/lgbti-elders-social-dance-club-to-come-to-perth-for-the-first-time-in-lead-up-to-the-coming-back-out-ball/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-dance-older-members-lgbt-21252580
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-dance-older-members-lgbt-21252580
https://www.smallcitybigpersonality.co.uk/LGBTI-Elders-Social-Dance-Club
https://issuu.com/agescotland/docs/advantage_issue_56_web

Scottish Care Bulletin Magazine - March 2020

Editorial and image for Conversation & Ball p.33
Link

The Guardian - 17 April 2020

Owen Jones video interview with David
Allan, footage of SDC and short videos of
David on the day - Online Feature

Pink News - 13 May 2020

Online Social Dance Clubs and Pride for All
Online Article

Pink Saltire - 13 May 2020

Lou Brodie & Stewart Gow interviewed
on live stream for #communitymatters

Inverness Courier 20 Oct 2020

Article about Eden Court project tackling loneliness
Link

Highland News - 09 March 2021
CBOB ball announcement - News

Sunday Post - 09 March 2021
CBOB ball announcement - Feature


https://scottishcare.org/spring-bulletin-2020/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/video/2020/apr/17/owen-jones-goes-queer-clubbing-during-the-coronavirus-quarantine
https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2020/05/12/lgbti-elders-social-dance-clubs-national-theatre-scotland-coming-out-ball-coronavirus/
https://www.facebook.com/pinksaltire/videos/594399084794497
https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/eden-court-theatre-project-praised-215760/
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/get-set-for-the-coming-back-out-ball-230794/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-dance-older-members-lgbt-21252580
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/scotlands-older-lgbti-community-to-be-honoured-in-unique-coming-back-out-ball-this-summer/

Inverness Courier - 12 March 2021
CBOB ball announcement - News

Scene Alba - April 2021
CBOB - Feature

Sunday Post - 26 May 2021
Ball full announcement - Feature

Glasgow Live - 17 June 2021

Stewart, Scott and David interviewed
for Glasgow Lives section

Stewart- Interview
David- Interview
Scott- Interview

Glasgow West End - 20 June 2021
Preview of the Ball - Online

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
BROADCAST

BBC - 17 October 2019

News package filmed at Inverness Social
Dance Club- carried on TV (Reporting
Scotland), radio (Good Morning Scotland),
and online - link


https://www.inverness-courier.co.uk/news/get-set-for-the-coming-back-out-ball-230789/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aUglYrsK7SnqG3fbXYbp2IeDRNbAAt_e/view
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/the-coming-back-out-ball/
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/glasgow-lives-lockdown-stewart-60-20835362
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/glasgow-lives-lockdown-stewart-60-20835362
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/glasgow-lives-lockdown-stewart-60-20835362
https://www.glasgowwestend.co.uk/the-coming-back-out-ball-national-theatre-of-scotland/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-50089710

Channel 5 - 27 November 2019

TV and digital package - filmed at Glasgow
Social Dance Club - Youtube link

BBC Radio Scotland - 24 June 2021

Horse, Lewis, Carrie and Colin
interviewed on Afternoon Show -
Interview starts at 40 mins

BBC Reporting Scotland - 25 June 2021

Footage and interviews from media call on
Reporting Scotland. Karen Dunbar, Chris
Wilson and elder Pat Marron and Stewart Gow
Link to Vimeo

STV News - 25 June 2021

Interviews with Colin & Stuart Mitchell,
Horse, Karen Dunbar and Fraser MaclLeod
Link to Vimeo

BBC Radio Scotland
Good Morning Scotland - 25 June 2021

Pauline MclLean interviews Chris, Pat and
Stewart - starts at 2hr 18:35 mins - Interview

BBC Radio Scotland Lunchtime Live - 25 June 2021

Pauline McLean interviews Chris, Pat
and Stewart - starts at 18:23 mins -
Interview



https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000x6rl
https://vimeo.com/577156226/2fa487fb0b
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/perth-dance-older-members-lgbt-21252580
https://vimeo.com/577156201/e1fa67d6d2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vs1uvGjXC0E
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000x7qj
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000x7qd

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
PRINT ARTICLES

Inverness Courier — 26 March 2019

Highland News - 28 March 2019




DIVA Magazine — 1 May 2019




Inverness Courier — 4 June 2019




The Courier - 16 Jan 2020
Small article on the Perth Social Dance Club

The Herald - 26 June 2021

Around the UK

at the Coming Back Out Ball, a
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SOCIAL MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

PINK NEWS - LINK TO POST1
LINK TO POST2

A special message from Jimmy Somerville = LINK TO POST



https://twitter.com/NTSonline/status/1408749381369597958?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1408749381369597958%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2FDc-NSqzguxy_OZVnp-tUS
https://twitter.com/PinkNews/status/1237106633014153216?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1237106633014153216%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2FDc-NSqzguxy_OZVnp-tUS
https://twitter.com/PinkNews/status/1238390089983488000?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1238390089983488000%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwakelet.com%2Fwake%2FDc-NSqzguxy_OZVnp-tUS







GALLERY
GLASGOW ELDERS

All images by Tiu Makonnen



INVERNESS ELDERS
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PORTRAITS OF LGBTQ+ GENERATION
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THE COMING BAGK OUT BALL
PRODUCTION PICTURES
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Due to the media articles contained in this pack and licensing restrictions, this pack is only
for those that have been sent it directly and it is not for sharing more widely.





